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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

DATE: Thurs,Jan.lO, 1991 

TIME: Doors open at 7 p.m. Meeting starts 

at 7:30 sharp! 

PLACE: Richmond Elementary School 

(Main entrance, turn right, 
upstairs, north wing) 

2780 Richmond Road. 

Parking is available on site or on the North side of 
Townley St. Please note that we must be out by 10 p.m. 

(Meetings are usually held the first Thursday of every 
month from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

- Group Business: Election of Executive for 1991 

- Questions & Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 


ELECTIONS 91 

This is the time for members to stand up and be 
counted. Our group will be needing several new 
faces on the executive as we have lost our 
President and will be losing our Secretary and 


Recording Secretary. So please volunteer to run for 
one of these positions. 


BELATED NOTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 
MEETING 

My notes finally surfaced after the flood in 
semi-readable condition - the fault of my writing, 
not the flood! Apoiogies for the late reporting). 

Thanks to Joe Young and his son Ben for showing 
us Lego TC by LCSI, an interesting package that 
uses a LOGO software interface to electronically 
control a variety of LEGO movable creations. The 
product comes with the LOGO software, tutorials in 
Programming in LOGO, excellent manuals of ideas 
and programs, a port interface card that fits into any 
slot which connects to the the 8 port interface box 
(also included), and Technic type LEGO including 
sensors, motors and gears, and a 3 metre cable that 
attaches to the LEGO "robot". The 8 port box 
allows you to control up to 6 different motors, lights 
etc. and to receive input from up to 2 input devices 
such as an optical sensor or a "counting wheel". 

The LOGO software has built-in commands which 
you can use to write a customized program to 
control your LEGO creation. The LOGO screen is 
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divided in two: the top half to load in or create a 
new program, and the lower half to try out 
commands in immediate mode. The logo language 
was originally developed to move a motorized 
"turtle" around a given floorspace, and to draw 
pictures on the screen by directing the "turtle pen" 
around the screen. LOGO has long been 
recognized as an excellent educational tool, 
teaching problem solving, planning and 
organizational skills as well as teaching math and 
geometry concepts. Linking up to LEGO "turtles" 
also teaches concepts in engineering, design and 
physics, all while having fun! 

Joe and Ben showed how they could control Ben's 
own LEGO turtle through a series of turns and 
forward and backward motion by typing LOGO 
commands into the computer and by running 
previously entered LOGO routines. They used the 
optical sensor to make the turtle follow a dark line 
(which works well as long as the line greatly 
contrasts the background) or to stop when it senses 
an obstacle in its path. They used a counting wheel 
sensor to move a motorized cart along a track the 
number of "counts" you specified. It was not 
possible to directly enter the distance you wanted 
the cart to travel because of the limited arithmetic 
routines and functions available in LOGO. To 
move a specified distance, you had to manually 
calculate the number of counts, where 105 counts 
was equal to 10 cm. A "toy" they didn't 
demonstrate was a LEGO XY plotter that was 
capable of drawing a sine wave. Joe said the 
resolution and quality of the graph was quite good, 
but you couldn't duplicate your results. 

Anyone who has priced Technic LEGO in the 
stores will not be surprised at the price of the LEGO 
TC package. The starter kit costs about $500, with 
additional kits costing between $150 and $300( XY 
recorder, LEGO motors and sensors etc.). The 
Apple II version of the software comes on one# 
5-1/4" disk. A new PC version (MS DOS) is now 


available as well. You can also supplement your 
supply of Technic LEGO at the local toy stores, 
but you need to buy the extra kits for extra sensors 
and specialized pieces. 

LCSI has a contact number in Montreal: (514) 
631-7081, which simply forwards your call to 
their main Boston office. Try calling collect to 
their Boston number for more information: (617) 
742-2990. 


NOTES FROM THE DECEMBER MEETING 

With no planned speaker or demonstration, the 
entire meeting was devoted to exchanging news, 
tips and ideas among the attending members. 
You are reminded that the January meeting will 
be delayed until the second Thursday (January 
10) due to school closures during the holidays. It 
is time once again to elect your new executive. 
As many of the present executive are stepping 
down, plenty of new volunteers are needed. 
Please consider putting your name forward for 
any of the positions. The club cannot run without 
a committed executive and a supportive 
membership, so please consider lending a hand. 

If you plan on being in the San Francisco area on 
Saturday, January 12, be sure to get your 
registration for the free breakfast in before January 
4. Of course you still have to pay the high price 
of accommodation, transportation, and registration 
for the conference, but isn't the free breakfast 
worth it? 

Big Blue and Cousins, the local User Group for 
the MS DOS world, is apparently one of the 
largest in Canada. Upon being invited to Russia 
to meet with User Groups over there, (on the 
understanding that they pay their own way there), 
one of the executive put a motion to the 
membership for approval to pay for the entire 
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executive to go, or alternately one executive 
member only. It took a quick-thinking member to 
pipe up and ask why the club should send 
anybody at all to Russia! It would seem there are 
dangers in becoming a growing bureaucracy! 
(There were then low mumblings among our 
executive about a group-sponsored trip to San 
Francisco!). 

Denis Seguin has been working hard the last 
couple of months getting the book library back in 
order, reminding members to bring back their 
long-overdue withdrawals. As a guide to new 
members, and as a reminder to existing members: 
To Sign Books Out: 

Locate card inside book cover 
Sign your name on the next available line 
Put the current date in the Sign Out column 
Put the card in the index box 

To Return Books: 

Locate card in index box 
Put the current date in the Sign In column 
opposite your name 
Put the card back in the book 
Return the book to the shelves 

Please return books promptly at the next meeting 
as a courtesy to your fellow members. Many of 
the books in our library are no longer in print, and 
they contain a wealth of Apple II information not 
available elsewhere. We operate on the honour 
system and appreciate your cooperation. 

The disk library has the latest patches for 
AppleWorks 3.0 thanks to George. The bugs it 
fixes are apparently obscure, but AppleWorks 3 
users might as well take advantage of this Beagle 
Bros, freeware. It will allow you to print more 
than i copy of a spreadsheet file at a time. 
Changes must be made to a fresh, unaltered 
AppleWorks Startup disk, however. This means 
that you will have to make a new copy from your 
original AW disk, install the new patch and then 
re-install any other patches and add-ons like 
TimeOut to your new copy. 

A lively discussion followed on the trials of 
ordering by mail. As local supplies of Apple II 
products dwindle, most members have resorted to 
ordering from the States - far cheaper than Eastern 
Canadian outlets even when you consider the 
exchange and taxes. The best prices are definitely 
at the discount houses. Beware, though, that they 
usually don't support their products, and you must 
often deal directly with the manufacturers for 
repairs etc. Be sure to read the fine print 


regarding guarantees and warranties before you 
order. 

Two outlets given favorable mention were 
Programs Plus and Roger Coats (and his dog 
Barnie). If you do order by mail, insist that they 
send it by regular mail. Do not allow them to use 
UPS, a very popular courier in the States, but one 
that often charges a healthy brokerage fee to clear 
items through customs. They also have been 
known to make you come long distances to meet 
the parcel at the border, even if that means going 
over to the mainland. At best, they insist that you 
be home to receive your parcel, and getting hold of 
them to make alternate arrangements is not always 
easy. 

With the GST entering our lives in the new year, 
we should theoretically pay less for computer 
hardware coming across the border. The 13.5% 
Federal Sales Tax (FST) is being replaced by the 
7% Goods and Services Tax (GST), and by most 
methods of calculation, we shouldn't pay as much 
(but there’s no telling with the government!). Other 
new laws and regulations will also come into affect, 
which is bad news if you're contemplating buying 
software. At present the manuals and the actual 

- \ 

Teieohone: (604) 380-9988 Richard Catinus 

300-703 Broughton Street 
Victoria. BC 
V8W1E2 

Ad^Antage 

g Computers Ltd. 

Authorized Dealer 

^ _ * 


program are tax free (you don't actually "buy" the 
program, just a license to use it), so it usually passes 
through customs with a $5 value for the disks. Now 
with services as well as goods being taxed, the full 
purchase price of your software is a candidate for 
GST. 

Nibble magazine is already sending out their 
renewal notices for subscriptions that expire in 
August of 1991! NAUG puts out a great newsletter 
full of AppleWorks tips and special offers for 
Apple Works-related products. Expect to wait a 
while, however, if you order through NAUG, as 
one member placed an order in July and didn't 
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receive it until December! Copy n+ has long been 
the favorite Apple II disk utility program. The bugs 
found in the latest version 9.1 have now been fixed 
and an upgrade is now available. 

Other popular disk utilities are Block Warden, 
which comes with ProSel, and Bag of Tricks, which 
is written for DOS 3.3. If you really trash a 
valuable disk (and, heaven forbid, you haven't 
made a backup), there's a place called Repair 
Works where you can mail your damaged disk and 
hope that they can restore it. The best cure is 
prevention: always make frequent backups of your 
data. 



LON TAYLOR 

President 


City Centre Plaza 
204 -1483 Douglas Street 
Victoria, B.C., Canada V8W 3K4 
FAX (604) 386-2515 

PH. (604) 382-3475 
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The new Zip Chips run at 8 mhz. It's handy to 
have the increased speed if you're using complex 
or large programs. Bill bought a Zip Chip not long 
after they first came out and it died after a year and 
a half of use. We wonder if the new ones have a 
better life expectancy. 

On the subject of meeting topics, it was suggested 
we have another swap and shop. The last one we 
had was quite a success. Members should feel free 
to bring any working items for sale (original disks 
only) to any meeting. Or they can advertise free of 
charge in our newsletter by contacting Bill. 

WANTED: 

Unpopulated RamWorks card for the auxiliary slot 
in an Apple lie. Call Ron Bannister at 598-7291. 

FOR SALE: 

One Apple Scribe serial dot matrix printer with 
supply of new ribbons, coloured and black. Good 
working order. Call Inez Weston at 743-4376 (Mill 
Bay). 
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BUT NOT SERIOUSLY 

Proper Use of Floppy Diskettes: 

1. Never leave diskettes in the disk drive, as data 
can leak out of the disk and corrode the inner 
mechanics of the drive. Diskettes should be rolled 
up and stored in pencil holders. 

2. Diskettes should be cleaned and waxed once a 
week. Microscopic metal particles can be 
removed by waving a powerful magnet over the 
surface of the disk. Any stubborn metallic 
shavings can be removed with scouring powder 
and steel wool. When waxing a diskette, make 
sure the surface is even. This will allow the 
diskette to spin faster, resulting in better access 
time. 

3. Do not fold diskettes unless they do not fit into 
the drive. "Big" diskettes may be folded in 
"little" disk drives. 

4. Never insert a diskette into the drive upside 
down. The data can fall off the surface of the disk 
and jam the intricate mechanics of the drive. 

5. Diskettes cannot be backed up by running 
them through a photocopy machine. If your data 
is going to need to be backed up, simply insert 
TWO diskettes into your drive. Whenever you 
update a document, the data will be written onto 
both diskettes. A handy tip for more legible 
backup copies: keep a container of iron filings on 
your desk. When you have to make two copies, 
sprinkle iron filings liberally between the diskettes 
before inserting them in the drive. 

6. Diskettes should not be inserted or removed 
from the drive while the red light is on or flashing. 
Doing so could result in smeared or possible 
unreadable text. Occasionally, the red light 
remains flashing in what is known as a "hung" or 
"hooked" state. If your system is "looking", you 
will probable need to insert a few coins before 
being allowed access to the slot. 

7. If your diskette is full and you need more 
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storage space, remove the disk from the drive and 
shake vigorously for 2 minutes. This will pack the 
data enough (data compression) to allow for more 
storage. Be sure to cover all openings with 
Scotch tape to prevent loss of data. 

8. Data access time can be greatly improved 
by cutting more holes in the diskette jacket. This 
will provide more simultaneous access points to 
the disk. 

9. Diskettes may be used as coasters for 
beverage glasses, provided that they are properly 
waxed beforehand. Be sure to wipe the diskettes 
dry before using in the drive again. 

10. Never use scissors and glue to manually 
edit data on a diskette. The data is stored much 
too small for the naked eye, and you may end up 
with data from some other document stuck in the 
middle of your file. Razor blades and Scotch tape 
may be used; however, an electron microscope is 
highly recommended. 

11. Periodically spray diskettes with 
insecticide to prevent system bugs from spreading. 

From Murphy's Laws on Technology; The 
sooner and with more detail you announce the 
bad news, the better. 

BITS'N PIECES 

Apple Computer has released version 5.0.3 of 
GS/OS. We have not received a copy from Apple 
(We are registered to distribute system software), 
but a copy has been received via A2 Central and 
a copy will be put in our disk library. Some of 
system folder files which could not be included 
on the December disk will be on the January issue 
of A2 Central. Your editor has been using the 
updated version for a month now with no 
problems so far. 

Bad News from CIRTECH! According to the 
December W.R.A.M. Newsletter, Cirtech has 
announced the suspension of their development of 
DUET, the card for the Ugs which would be able 
to run Macintosh software. The long term 
viability of the project requires continuing support 
for the Ugs market (which we are certainly not 
going to have from Apple Computer!). It is too 
bad since many Ilgs owners would rather not 
switch. 


CREDITS 

Many thanks to Claudia for her lengthy reports on 
the monthly meetings! We will certainly miss her 
contributions to the group. 

APPLES VICTORIA is an independent 
publication not affiliated or otherwise associated 
with or sponsored or sanctioned by Apple 
Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. The 
opinions, statements, positions, and views stated 
herein are solely those of the author(s) or 
publisher and are not intended to be the opinions, 
statements, positions or views of Apple Computer, 
Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. Apple II, n+, lie, 13c+, 
He, Ilgs and Macintosh are registered trademarks 
of Apple Computer, Inc. AppleWorks and 
AppleWorks GS are registered trademarks of 
Claris Corporation. 

\ 


ByteSComputers 

- THE BETTER WAY OF DOING BUSINESS ] 

Don J. McCormack 

— DIVISION OF McKAY SYSTEMS CDRP. LTD.- 

2001A Douglas St.. Victoria. B.C. V8T 4K9 
Tel: (604) 383-4485 Fax: (604) 383-2715 
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TIMEOUT VERSION NUMBERS - DECEMBER 1990 
(Updates available from NAUG's Beagle Buddies except where noted) 

Disk Version Numbers 







AW 3.0 Companion * 

1.3 

MacroEase 

1.1 

QuickSpell 

3.0 

TeleComm 

2.1 

DeskTools 

3.1 

MacroTools 

2.3 

ReportWriter 

2.51 

TextTools 

1.3 

DeskTools II 

2.0 

MacroTools II 

1.3 

SideSpread 

3.0 

Thesaurus 

2.0 

FileMaster 

3.0 

OutLiner * 

1.1 

SpreadTools 

2.0 

UltraMacros 

3.1 

Graph 

3.1 

Point-to-Point * 

4.1.1 

SuperFonts 

3.1 



GS Font Editor * 

1.2 

PowerPack 

2.0 

SuperForms 

1.0 

* Not TimeOut - get 
updates from Beagle 


Module Version Numbers 







On multiple disks 


DeskTools II (cont'd) 


PowerPack (cont'd) 


TextTools 


TO.UTILITIES 

3.0 

TO.MEASURE 

2.0 

TO.TRIPLE.CLIP 

3.0 

TO.ANALYST 

1.2 

TO.CLIPBOARD 

2.0 

TO.PM.IMAGE 

2.0 

TO.TRIPLE.DESK 

3.0 

TO.COPYBLOCK 

1.1 

TO. PAINT 2.1 


TO.SCREENOUT 

1.0 



TO.GLOSSARY 

1.1 

TO. WORD.COUNT 

2.0 

TO.SCREENPRINT 

1.0 

QuickSpell 


TO.INDEXER 

1.2 



TO. STOPWATCH 

2.0 

TO.QUICKSPELL 

3.0 

TO.MARKMERGE 

1.2 

Companion 






TO.MULTIPRINT 

1.1 

TO.TEXTLOADER 

1.1 

FileMaster 


ReportWriter 


TO.QUICKSTYLES 

1.1 

TO. PATHOLOGIST 

1.1 

TO. FI LEM ASTER 

3.0 

TO.REPORTWRITER 2.51 

TO.QUICKTABS 

1.1 

TO.PATHMAN 

1.0 





TO.STRIPPER 

1.1 



Graph 


SideSpread 


TO.SUPERFIND 

1.2 

DeskTools 

TO.CALENDAR 

3.2 

TO.GRAPH 

3.1 

TO.SIDESPREAD 

3.0 

TO.TOC 

1.1 

TO. CALCULATOR 

1.0 

MacroEase 


SpreadTods 


Thesaurus 


TO.CASE CONVERT 

2.0 

TO.DEBUG 

3.0 

TO.ANALYZER 

2.0 

TO.THESAURUS 

2.0 

TO.ENCRYPTER 

2.0 

TO.EASY. LAUNCH 

1.0 

TO.CELLINK 

1.2 



TO.CLOCK 

1.1 

TO.PRIMER.REF 

3.1 

TO.BLOCKCOPY 

2.0 

UltraMacros 


TO.DIALER 

1.1 

TO.REFERENCE 

3.0 

TO.QUICKCOL 

2.0 

TO.COMPILER 

3.1 

TO.ENVELOPE.ADR 

2.0 

TO.STATUS 

3.0 

TO.COPYRC 

2.0 

TO.MACRO.OPT 

3.1 

TO. NOTEPAD 

2.0 

TO.ULTRALOCK 

3.0 

TO.FRM2VAL 

2.0 

TO.HELP.V2.0 

3.0 

TO.PAGE.PREVIEW 

1.0 





TO.HELP.V3.0 

3.0 

TO.PUZZLE 

1.1 

PowerPack 


Superfonts 






TO. ASCII 

1.1 

TO.SUPERFONTS 

3.0 



DeskTools II 


TO.AWP.TO.TXT 

3.0 

TO.PICKFONTS 

1.0 



TO.FILE.SEARCH 

3.0 

TO.DB.SEARCH 

3.0 





TO.DIRECTREE 

2.0 

TO.DESK.SORTER 

3.0 

SuperForms 




TO.CLIP.VIEWER 

2.0 

TO.HELPSCREENS 

3.0 

TO. SUPERFORMS 

1.0 



TO.AREACODE 

2.0 

TO.LIBRARIAN 

3.0 





TO.CALC.PLUS 

2.0 

TO.LINESORTER 

3.0 

TeleCom m 




TO.DISK.TESTER 

1.0 

TO.SELECTOR 

3.0 

TO.TELECOMM 

1.2 




JEM Software - 

Dec., 1990 




DoubleData 

1.5 

I.O.Silver 

1.0 

MiniPaint 1.1 

FlexiCal 

1.3 

Mr.Invoice * 

2.0 


PathFinder 

3.0 

SpellCopy 

2.2 

* Upgrades only from JEM - $10 
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